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St. Agatha's C a t h o l i c  Primary School 6 Hunter Lane Clayfield Qld 4011. 
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Dear friends, 
 

Today is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday.  

The following reflection is written by  

Fr. Robert Greenup of Mareeba in the Cairns diocese: 
 

Every primary school child knows that Captain Cook 

‘discovered’ Australia in 1770. But such a simple 

statement masks the fact that, in the centuries before 

Captain Cook, seafarers from several countries had 

visited our region and a made a number of landings on the coast of this country. But most 

significantly of all, before any of these newcomers came our way, the country had already 

been discovered and inhabited for some 60,000 years. 

In that almost unimaginable length of time the original discoverers of this land developed 

and sustained a radically non-material culture that was supported by a profoundly spiritual 

understanding of the world around them. Part of the enduring tragedy for modern Australia 

is that when European Christians eventually began to occupy this country they had neither 

the eyes to see nor the ears to hear the richness of what they were encountering. The people 

who lived the ancient spirituality of this land found no welcome in the material culture that 

overtook them. There was no welcome either for the prophets and the holy men of the 

Dreaming and so much of what could have enriched our Christian spirituality was ignored. 

But hope still prevails. We are an Easter people and today we stand ready to take up the 

cross of lost opportunity. Today, as a Christian people, we stand ready to work together 

towards a genuine reconciliation and a truly inclusive Australian Church. 

Much has already been achieved.  Legal discrimination that was once a soul destroying part 

of the daily life of Indigenous people has been substantially removed. Constitutional 

recognition, treaties and sovereignty are being proposed. All this is good. But the law has 

no jurisdiction over the heart and no amount of legislative or constitutional reform can, by 

itself alone, achieve the goal we seek. Genuine reconciliation and a truly Australian Church 

depend upon what we hold in our hearts and the personal relationships we can each build 

between the Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples of our country. Offering a cup of cold 

water may be a beginning but we long for the day when Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Australians and Australians of other backgrounds can all take their place together 

around the same table to partake of the banquet that could be ours to enjoy.     Fr. Anthony 

The Wisdom of Pope Francis 
 

The spirit of forgiveness resolves everything in harmony, and leads us to reject every other way: the way of hasty 

judgement, the cul-de-sac of closing every door, the one-way street criticizing others.  Instead, the Spirit bids us to 

take the two-way street of forgiveness received and forgiveness given, of divine mercy that becomes love of 

neighbour, of charity as the sole criterion by which everything must be done or not done, changed or not changed.  

C L A Y F I E L D  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday 3 July:  6.30am 

St Thomas 

Wednesday 5 July:  9am 

Thursday 6 July: 9am 

Friday 7 July:   9am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday 5.00pm  

(1st Rite of Reconciliation:  

Saturday 4.30pm)  

Sunday 7.00am 

  9.00am 

  5.30pm 
 

Rosary before Mass. 
 

 
 

 

Parish Calendar 
JULY 

 Monday 3rd 
SVDP Meeting 5pm Parish 

Office 

Youth Ministry Meeting 6.45pm 

Parish Office 

 Sunday 9th 
Seafarers Sunday 

 Sunday 16th 
NET Encounter Day 

(Free Event) 

Hands and Feet 

10.00am-1.00pm Presentation 

Centre, St Agatha’s School 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 nd July 2 0 17  
Readings 

1st Reading:  2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16;  2nd Reading:  Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; Gospel:  Matthew 10:37-42 

 

The St. Agatha’s Catholic Parish acknowledge the Turrbal people, the traditional owners who 

walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 

spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples to this country and 

commit ourselves to the on-going journey of Reconciliation.  



 
TH 
 

Below is the Australian Catholic Bishops’ statement for National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Sunday for 2017 
 

The Strength and Blessing of Indigenous Family Life 
 

 

Writing of the Rosary as prayer, the Elder pointed out to them just how important a prayer it is and how easily it can be prayed by 

individuals or better still in a family group, around the campfire at night. “Ask Mary to talk to Jesus for us. Our Lord will never 

deny His Blessed Mother”, he counselled. Like the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, let us do our best to see to it that 

families today will continue to strive to be examples of peace and harmony, of commitment and solidarity, of sacredness and 

wholesomeness. Prayer is our power at hand; we should not be afraid to use it enthusiastically because it helps to hold families 

together as it sustains the love all peoples hope for. Pope John Paul II, during his visit to Australia in 1986, wrote in his address to 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples: If you stay closely united, you are like a tree standing in the middle of a bush-

fire sweeping through the timber. The leaves are scorched and the tough bark is scarred and burned; but inside the tree sap is still 

flowing, and under the ground the roots are still strong. Like that tree you have endured the flames, and you still have the power 

to be reborn. May our nation be inspired by those Indigenous people who in the depths of their family life stand together as one. 

May our families continue to grow to be like Christ so ‘that all might have life and have it to the full.’ (John 10:10) 

Just a few months ago an Aboriginal Elder in the Kimberley, well advanced in years and at that time in poor health, wrote a letter 

a few weeks before his death. It was written in copperplate style, in blue ink on thin note paper and was several pages long. His 

instructions were that the priest at his funeral might share the letter with the mourners in attendance at the church. In this letter he 

outlined his own personal faith journey. He recalled how he had been brought up on a Catholic mission, had been given a good 

grounding in the faith but then how it was that he had then strayed from his faith after a torrid life and a broken marriage. He 

spoke of his conversion, his repentance for the wrongdoings in his life, the absolution given him at the hands of a local priest, and 

how he began to walk the pathway of new life in Christ. He was, in his own words, “Close once again to Jesus.” and “Happy to 

be with God.” A large part of his letter was addressed to his family where he spoke of the importance of the family, how he 

needed them and how they needed each other. How the family, he said, was the foundation of their lives as Aboriginal people, 

and was at the core of their identity. Keen observers of Aboriginal Family life in the earliest days of European settlement noted 

something peculiar to Indigenous people; the responsibility of caring for the children of family groups was shared among the 

members and was not left merely to the biological parents. Children might be born of one couple and raised by another couple in 

the family. This practise of shared responsibility protected children whose parents might have met with some adversity or 

hardship. It was of course based on the kinship system whereby every person was born into a group, sometimes referred to as a 

‘Skin’, and that meant that for every person a relationship one to another might be defined and obligations one to another made 

clear. By means of this simple yet at once complex system it was evident which couples might marry and which might not; who 

were eligible partners in marriage and who were not. Further, this shared responsibility was clearly made visible in the names 

given to members in the family group. For instance, my mother’s sister is also my mother. And my father’s brother also my 

father. Not just in name but in fact. Keen observers of Aboriginal family life today are aware that this customary practise of 

collective responsibility for the raising of children and the useful complexities arising from the kinship system are still largely at 

work across a range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples throughout the land. And this is despite the devastating 

effects of colonisation, the dispossession of family country, and the accompanying social dislocation. While Indigenous 

languages across the continent continued throughout our history of settlement to diminish in number and usage, nonetheless the 

strength of family relationships and the power that gave to the struggle to survive proved enduring. Families were torn asunder 

through the removal of children of mixed race from their families by governmental policies. This resulted in what is known today 

as “The Stolen Generation” or “The Separated Children”. And yet, the bonds of family life persevered and survived these 

overwhelming tribulations. However, in our fast moving society, sadly, when every culture in our land is in crisis, other grievous 

trials continue to assail the strength and blessings of Indigenous families as they do nonindigenous families. Various chemical 

addictions and other terrible social scourges are as much at work among Indigenous people as they are among others in our 

country. These wretched problems must be faced and strenuously dealt with, with a sense of great urgency. In many Aboriginal 

communities throughout the nation, groups of people are protesting against these harmful activities that, like the hardships of days 

gone-by, threaten the wellbeing of families. Women’s groups in particular are standing up to promote healthy community 

pastimes and to uphold the family values that are held to be sacred. Marches through community villages, and meetings in 

townships and cities are signs of hope in these challenging times. Such positive words and actions applied to the benefit of 

families are a result of courage and dedication displayed by a host of Aboriginal community leaders. Telling the good stories and 

fostering affirmative endeavours in the name of good relations are successful when they are vigorously supported. Such people in 

our midst who seek to bring about the good in society need encouragement and support from us all.  

Clayfield ConversationsClayfield ConversationsClayfield Conversations   

RELAUNCH of  ST AGATHA’S PARISH CARE & CONCERN MINISTRY  

This service is provided for individuals in our community who require short term assistance  

with transport and meal provision. Complete anonymity is granted to those wanting to make use of this service.  

See brochures at the rear of the church.  Everything will be co-ordinated through the Parish office.   

Phone:  3262 2859 or email:  clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday 
A time for all Catholics to come together and celebrate the gifts that Australia's first  

people bring to the Catholic Church in Australia. 

Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me.   



In our prayers we remember 
Those who have died recently :  
Alexandra Manning, Jill Pozzi, Wayne Pierce, Robert Chinn, Maxine Macrossan 
Those whose anniversaries occur about now:  
Meriel Healy, Len Moynihan 

Those who are sick:    
Kahyam Baines, Lorraine Atkinson-McEwen, Camille Butler-Storms, Mary Ann Marcelo, Paul Gaynor, Michael Hogan,  

Harry Akhil, Isabel Leddick, Carmel Elms, Helen Orosz, Trevor Simpson,  Lisa Bowes,  Sophia Horrocks, Mario Di Filippo, 

Betty Beaton, Norma Fiore, Joan Healy, Rakesh Akhil, Dell McHugh, Fr Michael Cooney, Craig Gerran, Ken Kipping,  

Paul White, Edward Clark, Joyce Rodgers, Carmel See, Regina Hwan, Val Boevinlic, Deanne Du Bour, Melissa Waka,  

Agnes Tam, Kerri Smith, Ann Tully, Matthew Gray, Frank Wilkie, Patrick Gallagher, Eileen Clarke, Rob Bruce, Mel Purwo, 

Hellen Passente    

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY 

Are you wondering how you can make a lasting gift to St Agatha’s Parish? Naming the parish in your Will, after 

taking care of your loved ones, can make a meaningful and profound gift to our parish. Gifts can be made to the 

parish or designated to our perpetual endowment fund.  By learning more about these and many other giving  

options, you can create a legacy of giving to your parish community.   

To learn more please contact the Catholic Foundation at 3324 3200 or call the parish office. 

NATIONAL  WEEKEND for MEN   MAX17 UNLESS 

THIS A MUST ATTEND EVENT FOR MEN hosted and run by menALIVE. 

The menALIVE MAX 17 weekend is an Annual National Catholic Men’s Conference Event.   

Now in its 14th year. It is not just a conference of presentations but a comprehensive experience.  

The theme this year is “UNLESS”. The material and experience on the weekend is all NEW to previous years and  

comprehensively different to the parish weekends run nationally. 

When:  7.30 pm Friday 14 July to 2 pm Sunday 16  July 2017   

Where:  St Leo’s Catholic College, University of Queensland, Brisbane 

Cost:  from $245 per person includes 2 nights’ accommodation 6 meals and a great event. 

Register Now!! Contact: mail@menalive.org.au /Peter Carrigan  - 0404 496 405 /Robert Falzon  -  0412 745 734 

SVDP WINTER APPEAL  
The St Agatha's SVDP Conference will be conducting its Winter Appeal during June/July.  

  Envelopes will be placed on the church seats.   The Conference visits people in a large area from 

Pinkenba to Bowen Hills, assisting families and single people, with food vouchers, clothing and  

furniture. Any donations will be gratefully appreciated.  Please use the envelopes provided.  

If paying by cheque, please make it payable to "St Agatha's Clayfield SVDP Conference".   

Thank you on behalf of the people that the SVDP assist. 

VOCATIONS NOVENA  

(V9) Prayer Campaign 2017 

Nine weeks of prayer for vocations in the  

Archdiocese of Brisbane   

11 June  -  6 August 2017 

Prayer for the  

Novena are  

available on table at 

the back of Church.   

(business card size) 

INVITATION – YOUNG ADULTS SOCIAL CATCH-UP 

Following on from our Aggies Youth Social Tennis afternoon in May we will be hosting  

PUTT-PUTT at Victoria Park. This event is for ages 18-35. New faces are very welcome. 

When:  Sunday 23 July   │   Where:  309 Herston Rd. Herston   │   Time: 7.00pm (after 5.30 pm Mass) 

COST:  $19 each.  Food can be purchased at the bar.  RSVP to Joel 0438 241 524 or joelgperkins@hotmail.com 

RCIA ENQUIRY NIGHT  
Wednesday 26 July, 7.00pm at the Parish Office.  

If you are interested in coming along to this enquiry night, please contact the Parish Office 3262 2859. 

NEXT WEEKEND 8/9 JULY is “SEAFARERS SUNDAY”-  this year’s theme “In the midst of the storm” 

“This celebration is destined to the Seafarers and Fishing communities, and to those that are involved in cruise ships, 

together with all port personnel. On this occasion, we give thanks and celebrate, as we are reminded of the debt our 

society owes to all these workers of the sea and their families, and everyone engaged, in one way or another in this 

ministry.”  There will be a retiring collection and you are asked to give generously to this worthy Apostolate.  

mailto:joelgperkins@hotmail.com


PARISH ROSTERS  -  Please arrange a substitute if you are unavailable on your rostered day. 

   5.00pm   7.00am    9.00am    5.30pm 
 

 

 

 

READERS:   

1/2 July  Graham Gibson  Andrew Douglas   Peter Gilroy   Life Teen Mass 

   Julie-Anne Gibson  Andrew Douglas   Tim Hancock 

            Eileen Duncan 

 

8/9 July  Ann Goves   Helen Roberts   Don Macpherson  Life Teen Mass 

   Lauren McMullan  Annette Riba   Amrita Moss 

            Denis Keating 

COMMUNION MINISTERS:   

1/2 July Ann Goves Volunteer  Amrita Moss   Life Teen Mass  

8/9 July Deborah Hall Paulette Archer  Volunteer   Life Teen Mass  

 

ORGANISTS: 

1/2 July Mark Leung Volunteer  Robyn Cuming  Life Teen Mass  

8/9 July Volunteer Volunteer  Jenny McKeon  Life Teen Mass  

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR SERVERS: 
 

1/2 July Volunteer/s Volunteer/s  Volunteer/s   Volunteer/s 

8/9 July Volunteer/s Volunteer/s  Volunteer/s   Volunteer/s 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY:   

2 July    No  Children’s Liturgy  -  School Holidays  

9 July    No Children’s Liturgy  -  School Holidays  

SANCTUARY CARERS:      

15 July Beverley O’Brien 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Fraser Bax and Samantha Toohey who were married this weekend 

 

 

 

Readings  -  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  9 July 2017 

1st Reading:  Zechariah 9:9-10;  2nd Reading:  Romans 8:9, 11-13; Gospel:  Matthew 11:25-30 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION  
 We hold a preparation session for  

baptism on the first Sunday of the 

month after the 9.00am Mass.   

We celebrate baptism on the  

3rd and 4th Sundays of the month 

For bookings and further  

information, please phone the  

parish office on 3262 2859. 

YOU ARE INVITED 

Mrs Carol Sayers and the staff of St Agatha’s School invite you to celebrate the retirement and long service to 

our community of Miss Bernadette Keating on 

Thursday 27 July   │ 2pm Mass at St Agatha’s Church.   

After Mass you are invited for afternoon tea in the Presentation Centre 

RSVP:   Friday 21 July   │   Phone:  3326 9222   │   pclayfield@bne.catholic.edu.au 

IGNITE YA WEEKEND 

A chilled out weekend of inspirational 

speakers, sacraments, prayer and a chance 

to connect with other young people. 

Cost: $120    

Friday 7th July - Sunday 9th July   

Venue: Gold Coast Hinterlands     

   Who for: 18-25 year olds 

More information:  

igniteyouth.com/yaweekend 

YOUTH  SURVEY   │   Calling all 16 - 29 year olds!    

Pope Francis wants to hear the opinions of young people across the 

globe in preparation for the 2018 Synod of Bishops focusing on  

“Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment”. 

The survey closes at midnight this Sunday 2 July.  

If you have not already had the opportunity to be involved go to 

 http://catholiccollective.org.au/synod-survey/ and have your say. 

NET ENCOUNTER  DAY  │ Sunday 16 July       

Presentation Centre,  

St. Agatha’s Primary School      

10am – 1pm (lunch included)  

Connect with friends and enjoy the NET team presenting: 

“HANDS  AND FEET” 
What action do I need to take in my own life and circle of influence?   

The Hands and Feet Encounter Day reminds young people of their own  

human dignity and the dignity of others and looks at leaders who have  

modelled a strong sense of social justice. The morning will be filled with  

energy, thought provoking discussion and opportunities to explore this topic. 

If  you are in grades 6,7,8 &9 then please come along! 

Book now at- https://www.stickytickets.com.au/54667 

http://catholiccollective.org.au/synod-survey/

